Mr. Robertr Gardner, of Terrace Knd,
Palmerston North, who died last week at
the advanced age of 77 years. was born at
Lveenock, Beotland, in 1842, and as a
young man went .oubt to Queensland,
where he landed in 1862, going into busi-
ness in Rockhamptou, He was asso-
ciated with some of the earliest mining
ventures in Australia, and-was one of the
pioneers of the sugar-planting industry in
Queensland. In 1876 he came to New
Zealand, and was in the ironmongery
business in Lambton-quay, near the site
of the Gresham Hotel. For many years
Mr. Gardner was on the directorate of
the Pelone Woollen Mills. = Tn 1887 he
embarked in the Raxmilling industry,
operabing first at Foxton and later at
Piaka (near Koputarca). He was ap-
pointed a member of the Flax Commis-.
sion, and went through the Domiinion
twice in conuection with improvements
for the preparation of the fibre for mar-
ket.  Mr. Garduner was also interested
in farming pursuits, ~in  which he em-
barked in 1888, first at Piaka and after-
wards at Tokomaru, and more recently
near Stratford. He went to reside in
Palmerston North first in 1885, and lived
in College-street, and acted as Govern-
nient Land Valuer from 1897 until he was
siperannnated in 1908. After being away
for a time, he returned to Palmerston
North in 1902, and took up his residence
at Terrace lind, where ho lived for the |
remainder of his life.  He took a very
keen interest in anylhing that affected
the wellare of the district, and until his
health failed was an active member of
the DPhilosophical Society. He is sur-
vived by his widow and a family of fve
sons and seven daughters.




