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SSA1016:; Passenger Steamship CONGRESS
Leaving San Francisco, CA - Oct. 1913.

The Pacific Coast Steamship Company’s brand-new coastwise passenger ship CONGRESS is
shown departing San Francisco, CA for Seattle, WA in October 1913. This was her maiden voyage

for PCSS Co. after her initial voyage to San Francisco from the builder’s yard in New Jersey on
October 6,1913.

The 424 foot ship was built at Camden New Jersey by the New York Shipbuilding Company in 1913
costing over two million 1913 dollars. She had a beam of 55 feet & drafted 17 feet with a tonnage of
7,793 tons. She could maintain a cruising speed of 14 knots (16.5 mph). With her four decks she
could accommodate 442 passengers & 153 crew.

At the time, the CONGRESS was the largest passenger ship in coastwise trade sailing under the
American flag.
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The ship maintained her runs between Seattle & California ports at almost maximum capacity until
September 14,1916.

On that Thursday afternoon, while bound for Seattle, a fire of undetermined origin broke out in the
afterhold, in the stern of the ship, rapidly growing in intensity. When the fire had eaten it’s way
through the hatch covers, the Captain saw it could not be contained & quickly sent out the call for
help.

Fortunately, the ship was only three miles offshore from Coos Bay, Oregon where their call for help
was heard & from which rescue ships and boats were dispatched.

Despite the growing heat & flames being fanned by a brisk wind, and parts of the deck starting to
glow red from the heat, the Captain & crew managed to get everyone into the lifeboats & far
enough away from the raging inferno. Amazingly, there were no casualties.

The rescue flotilla from Coos Bay managed to bring all the boats, passengers & crew safely back to

Coos Bay but later some discovered that paint on their vessels had been blistered by the heat.

The CONGRESS was held off Coos Bay for several days after the fire was extinguished to cool. The
fire completely gutted the ship from stem to stern and she took on a list but did not sink. After
about a week off Coos Bay, the ship was towed up to Seattle & eventually rebuilt as the NANKING
for China Mail Steamship Co., operating to the Orient.

She operated for that company until 1923 until they folded & then was sold back to her original
owners, Pacific Steamship Co., & renamed EMMA ALEXANDER. She resumed her coastwise
service until 1936 when PSS folded.

Laid up, the ship was sold in 1942 to Britain for use as a transport & renamed EMPIRE
WOODLARKS. Surviving the war but declared surplus after it, the ship was loaded with ammunition
& chemicals and sunk at sea in 1946.



