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MARTHA MORRIS. 
Martha Morris, whose maiden name was Togood, was   
born in Sandown, in the parish of Braiden, Isle of   
Wight, on the 1st November, 1809. In very early life,   
under the instruction of a godly mother, who regularly   
took her child with her to the house of God, she became   
so impressed with divine things that she could not re-   
member the time when she had not the fear of God in   
her heart. When in her fourteenth year, while listen-   
ing to a sermon preached by that zealous and successful   
minister of the Gospel, William Bailey, she saw her   
sinful and lost condition, and in a love-feast conducted   
by the same man she sought and found salvation. She   
at once united with the Bible Christian Church, became   
a zealous worker for the salvation of others, and amid   
much opposition and persecution aided in extending the   
operations of that Church throughout the entire Island.   
In the year 1834 she was married to Mr. Levi Morris,   
and they immediately opened their dwelling for reli-   
gious worship and the entertainment of the ministers of   
the Gospel; and, as in the case of Obed-Edom, the Lord   
caused his blessing to rest upon their household, for   
they sheltered the ark of the Lord. During the fifteen   
years their house was thus used for divine worship,   
many souls were converted and a flourishing cause   
established. But believing that Canada would afford to   
their numerous family greater opportunities for worldly   
advancement and prosperity, in the 1853 y emigrated   
hither, and settled in the township of Darlington. The   
highly commendatory certificates that they brought   
with them secured a warm reception, and Mrs. Morris   
was made class-leader and placed on the circuit plan as   
a local preacher. 
Her genuine piety, Christian devotedness, extensive   
acquaintance with God's Word, and remarkably ready   
utterance, made her a very acceptable preacher. As   
land could not at that time be more readily obtained   
in Cartwright than where they were, they moved   
there, into a neighborhood that was not blessed with   
many religious advantages. Here she had full scope   
for all her sympathy, zeal and ability, and through   
her devoted and self denying labors religious services   
were established and a church erected. For years she   
continued her faithful labors, often conducting two   
and sometimes three services on a Sabbath, until in   
her sixtieth year, when she asked, (after forty-three   
years of labor as a local preacher), on account   
of growing infirmities, to be relieved from circuit   
work. The Quarterly Meeting reluctantly complied   
with the request, but passed a resolution expressive   
of their high appreciation of her faithful and useful   
services, and bearing testimony to her exalted Chris-   
tian character and consistent life. A few years ago   
they removed to Bowmanville, and became members   
of the new Queen St. Methodist Church, in connection   
with which she continued until her death, and in   
which her funeral sermon was preached by the Rev.   
E. Roberts, to a large congregation of sorrowing   
friends. During the sermon her pastor spake in the   
highest terms of her genuine conversion, her early   
consecration, her clear Christian experience, her deep-   
toned piety, her great progress in the divine life, her   
fidelity to duty, and her laborious loving service   
rendered to God and humanity, of the peace that per-   
vaded the mind, the joy that filled the heart, and the   
confidence that sustained her in the hour of her   
departure, leading her to exclaim: "All is well;"   
"Thanks be to God who gives me now the victory;"   
"This bed of death, with Jesus in my heart, is as soft   
as a bed of roses." Never has it been our privilege   
to behold a more triumphant death. Having honored   
God through a long, consistent, devoted life, in the   
family, in the world, and the church, no wonder God   
honored her by saving her family, guiding her foot-   
steps, giving her triumph in death and immortality in   
heaven.   
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